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“Inwardly  Gathered  Into  the  Life” 

As  iron  sharpeneth  iron,  the  seeing  of 
the  faces  one  of  another  when  both 
are  inwardly  gathered  into  the  life,  giv- 
eth  occasion  for  the  life  secretly  to 
rise  and  pass  from  vessel  to  vessel. 

And  as  many  candles  lighted  and  put 
in  one  place  do  greatly  augment  the 
light  and  make  it  more  to  shine  forth, 
so  when  many  are  gathered  into  the 
same  life,  there  more  of  the  glory  of 
God  and  his  powers  appears,  to  the 
refreshment  of  each  individual. 

Robert  Barclay,  1671 

As  Friends  in  our  three  western  Yearly  Meet- 
ings gathered  — Inter-mountain  in  June,  North 
Pacific  in  July,  and  Pacific  in  August  — did  we 
know  among  us  in  our  encounters,  in  our  Meet- 
ings for  Worship  and  Business,  in  all  immediacy 
that  glory  and  power  and  refreshment  being  “in- 
wardly gathered  into  the  life”? 

Your  new  editor  includes  in  this  issue  the  Epis- 
tles, reports,  and  minutes  of  these  larger  Friends' 
gatherings  along  with  accounts  of  Young  Friends 
of  North  America,  a Theology  Workshop,  Confer- 
ence of  Young  Adult  Friends,  the  Women’s 
Gathering  of  Nonviolence  and  Feminism,  and 
Women  Friends  Sharing,  all  of  which  are,  in 
part,  evidences  of  the  life  which  secretly  rose  and 
passed  from  one  to  another.  As  one  who  exper- 
ienced the  “same  life”  and  its  differing  faces  in 
all  three  Yearly  Meetings,  the  Theology  Work- 
shop, and  the  Women’s  Gathering  on  Nonviolence 
and  whose  spirit  has  been  greatly  augmented  by 
the  unique  ministries  of  each,  I can  acknowledge 
that  these  records  can  be  only  limited  reflections 
of  the  richness  and  the  complexities  of  the  actual 
experiences  of  all  participants.  It  is  impossible 
to  articulate  what  was  intensely  personal  and  nur- 
turant  for  each  Friend  in  the  openings  inward  of 
worship  and  worship  for  business  or  in  the  min- 
istries of  intimacy  in  small  worship-fellowship 
groups  and  between  individuals.  These  were  the 
counter-point  to  all  printed  agendas  and  remain 
vividly  with  each  of  us.  For  this  Friend,  particu- 
larly: 

...  the  loving  exuberance  of  spirit  — young 
Friends  linked  arm  and  arm,  a long  line,  singing 
across  the  grass  as  they  approached  the  last  Meet- 
ing for  Worship  at  Ghost  Ranch  . . . 

...  the  luminous  face  of  a bereaved  mother 
at  Camp  Adams  who  shared  with  our  worship- 
fellowship  group  the  amazing  revelations  of  con- 
tinuing relationship  which  have  followed  the  re- 
cent death  of  her  son  . . . 
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. . . joy  of  first  friendships  for  Cindy,  little 
friend  from  Hawaii  who  neither  sees  nor  hears 
nor  speaks  but  who  played,  smiling  and  skipping, 
with  children  and  adults  at  Whittier  . . . 

. . . the  grace  of  Elise  Boulding  introducing 
herself  at  the  Theology  Workshop:  “It  is  with 
great  relief  that  I have  discovered  in  my  recent 
surgery  that  my  life  does,  in  fact,  have  a tempor- 
al span  . . 

. . . “Despair  is  a luxury  I cannot  afford,”  a 
Buddhist  monk’s  reply  to  Philip  Berryman  dur- 
ing the  Vietnamese  war  quoted  by  a participant 
of  the  Women’s  Gathering  on  Nonviolence  and 
Feminism  who  had  just  completed  an  unsuccessful 
primary  campaign  for  the  U.S.  House  . . . 

And  so  we  begin  again,  having  been  refreshed,  to 
rebuild  (in  the  words  of  Rufus  Jones)  the  bases  of 
our  lives. 


Shirley  Ruth 


If -■ 


Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  - Whittier  College 


TO  FRIENDS  EVERYWHERE 

Gathered  on  the  Whittier  College  campus,  we  feel  anew  our  connections  with  Quaker  history.  We  also 
recognize  our  abiding  wish  for  deeper  community  among  Friends.  Your  epistles  and  messages  are  heard 
with  special  gratitude  this  year. 

Our  longings  for  unity  and  continuity  are  brought  out  in  many  ways,  but  particularly  as  we  consider  the 
state  of  our  monthly  meetings,  as  we  hear  about  the  work  of  Friends  serving  abroad,  and  as  we  rejoice 
in  the  lives  of  recently  departed  Friends.  But  we  are  reminded  that  “community”  itself  is  not  the  pearl 
of  great  price.  We  must  reach  beyond  it,  to  that  which  is  the  divine  ground. 

Our  diversity  is  apparent,  and  the  many  proposals  brought  by  individuals,  committees  and  groups  can 
cause  divisiveness,  misunderstanding  and  spiritual  pride  if  we  forget  the  divine  ground.  In  interactions 
with  churches  and  yearly  meetings  other  than  our  own,  we  are  aware  of  the  sacred  reality  beneath  all 
being  and  activity. 

A blessing  this  year  is  the  participation  of  younger  Friends  in  bringing  depth  and  personal  meaning  to 
the  peace  testimony.  News  of  the  holy  obedience  of  Friends  in  India  and  Korea  is  inspiring.  And  the 
witness  of  demonstrators  at  nuclear  sites  on  Hiroshima  Day  lifts  our  spirits  to  the  Light. 

As  we  examine  the  queries  on  peace,  we  are  faced  with  the  temptation  to  justify  our  means  on  the 
basis  on  righteous  ends,  and  to  believe  that  we  can  control  the  ends.  In  fact,  the  ends  recede;  the 
means  are  everything;  and  our  choices  are  rightfully  God’s. 

O God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 

Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 

And  our  eternal  home. 

Lowell  Tozer,  Clerk 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

Hth  Qf  gth  Month  1978  Religious  Society  of 

Friends 
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YOUNG  FRIENDS  EPISTLE 

We  strive  to  keep  a sense  of  the  Spirit  in  all  our  meetings.  In  the  past  few  yearly  meetings  we  enjoyed 
an  emotional  intensity  which  strengthened  us  temporarily,  but  partially  blinded  us  to  our  responsibility 
as  world  citizens.  Many  of  us  have  not  found  that  gaity  this  year.  Instead  we  have  been  challenged  to 
reconcile  the  duality  between  this  loving  community  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  Many  of  us  have  been 
confused  and  frustrated  by  this  challenge.  We  now  rise  together,  through  meetings  for  worship  and 
business,  with  the  deepened  joy  and  responsiveness  that  inevitably  follow  laboring  in  the  spirit. 

We  have  formed  an  Ad  Hoc  Peace  and  Social  Action  Committee  to  facilitate  our  concerns  about  the 
possible  reinstatement  of  the  draft,  and  the  everpresent  danger  of  nuclear  weapons  and  power. 

As  openness  unfolds,  we  are  shaken  loose  to  love. 

Laurelyn  Barns  Mike  Turner 

Co-Clerks:  Young  Friends  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
August  11,  1978 

JUNIOR  HIGH  FRIENDS  EPISTLE 

Dear  Friends, 

Our  Junior  High  Group  met  here  at  the  site  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  Whittier,  California.  We  had 
seven  people  in  our  group.  Our  worship-fellowship  group  meant  a lot  to  all  of  us.  We  talked  about  our 
experiences  in  meeting,  caring,  and  discipline  of  children.  The  best  part  was  making  chocolate  chip 
cookies  and  mouth-watering  banana  ice  cream  on  Wednesday  and  Friday  mornings.  We  enjoyed  playing 
a variety  of  group  games.  In  between  we  went  swimming  and  played  pool.  We  finally  agreed  on  one 
thing:  we  all  had  a great  time. 

Junior  High  Friends 
Whittier,  California 
August  11,  1978 


Authors’  Tea  at  PYM  Hosted  by  California  Yearly  Meeting 
First  Friends  Church,  Pasadena 
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Wayne  Joyce 


North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting 
-Camp  Adams 


TO  FRIENDS  EVERYWHERE 

We  greet  you  in  love,  and  celebrate  with  Friends  around  the  world  our  corporate  life  in  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends. 

The  identity  of  our  Yearly  Meeting,  gathered  for  its  sixth  session,  is  coming  into  focus.  Worship-Sharing 
groups  have  again  helped  us  come  together  in  a deeper  way  to  know  who  we  are.  At  this  session  we  es- 
tablished our  own  discipline  committee  whose  task  will  be  an  exciting  one:  to  collect  the  strands  of  faith 
and  practice  among  our  Monthly  Meetings  and  forge  a Discipline. 

Our  relationships  within  the  wider  Society  of  Friends  have  been  strengthened  and  made  more  meaning- 
ful by  many  visitors  from  other  Friends’  groups,  particularly  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation, 
and  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee.  During  the  past  year  we  have  added  a further  affiliation 
with  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation. 

We  come  from  a scattered  geography  — Alaska,  Washington,  Idaho,  Oregon  — and  a rich  variety  of 
religious  experiences.  One  interest  group  found  it  particularly  meaningful  to  explore  Quakerism  and  the 
Varieties  of  Christian  Thought.  Our  time  here  at  Camp  Adams  in  Oregon,  where  we  are  surrounded  by 
natural  beauty,  has  indeed  served  as  an  additional  invocation  for  us  to  worship  and  to  love.  It  has  united 
us  in  many  ways:  through  worship,  interest  groups,  family  night.  Our  fellowship  was  heightened  by  the 
joyful  participation  of  the  many  children  in  Yearly  Meeting. 

Mike  and  Margaret  Yarrow,  our  Friends  in  Residence,  shared  their  thoughts  and  experiences  on  the  sub- 
ject,“Friends  in  Conflict,”  with  specific  reference  to  the  India-Pakistan-Bangladesh  situation  and  to  the 
conflict  in  Ireland.  We  were  challenged  to  face  up  to  our  responsibilities  in  the  world  in  terms  of  con- 
frontation as  well  as  conciliation.  Although  it  is  not  an  easy  choice,  sometimes  the  role  of  reconciler  is 
not  acceptable  and  we  may  be  called  upon  to  confront  injustice  and  stand  firm  in  dealing  with  institu- 
tional violence. 

We  were  enriched  by  the  presence  of  Friends  from  South  Africa.  Their  presence,  and  the  interest  group 
on  the  Southern  Africa  program  of  AFSC,  provided  another  vivid  example  of  the  tension  we  feel  between 
conciliation  and  confrontation  in  the  face  of  the  apartheid  policy. 

Friends  affirm  the  call  to  work  for  peace  and  justice.  Where  the  two  appear  in  conflict,  we  need  to 
work  harder  to  find  ways  to  bring  about  peaceful  change.  This  is  a test  of  faith.  William  Penn  told  us 
that  true  Godliness  does  not  turn  us  out  of  the  world,  but  enables  us  to  live  better  in  it,  and  excites  our 
endeavors  to  mend  it.  The  difficult  tasks  ahead  require  of  us  a high  degree  of  both  spiritual  grounding 
and  sensitively  acute  political  assessment.  One  without  the  other  is  not  enough. 

Peace  and  love, 

Paul  Davis,  Clerk 

On  behalf  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
July  20-23,  1978 
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TO  FRIENDS  YOUNG  AND  OLD  EVERYWHERE 

from  Young  Friends  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  returned  this  year  to  green  and  sunny  Camp  Adams  east  of  Salem,  Oregon. 

We  attended  worship  sharing  groups  and  interest  groups  along  with  the  adults  and  also  met  together  as 
Young  Friends  for  business  meetings  and  a Quaker  Dialogue  session. 

Our  afternoons  were  spent  swimming  and  playing  games,  and  evenings  were  spent  making  cookies  and 
folkdancing. 

Many  Young  Friends  were  struggling  with  questions  about  their  beliefs  and  found  themselves  drawn  to 
smaller  groups.  We  met  at  one  productive  Quaker  Dialogue  session  where  questions  about  Christ  and 
Quakerism  provoked  strong  feelings  which  moved  people,  but  there  was  little  unity  among  us  as  a whole, 
although  individuals  were  challenged  and  stimulated. 

Our  thoughts  are  with  Jay  Thatcher  this  summer  as  he  travels  throughout  the  country  in  his  ministry, 
trying  to  bring  Young  Friends  and  Friends’  organizations  closer  together. 

Plans  have  been  made  for  a gathering  of  Western  Young  Friends  at  New  Year’s  time. 

We  send  love  and  we  appreciate  hearing  from  the  hearts  of  other  Young  Friends  across  the  country  and 
around  the  world. 


NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING, 
July  20-23,  1978 

by  Alice  Miles 

Reporter  to  Friends  Publications,  NPYM 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  gathered  for  the 
second  year  at  Camp  Adams,  a wooded  site  in  the 
hills  between  Molalla  and  Estacada,  Oregon. 

When  we  heard  the  reading  of  the  epistle  from  the 
306th  gathering  of  Baltimore  Yearly  Meeting,  we 
were  reminded  of  our  youth,  only  a few  little  ones 
have  grown  up  in  our  six  year  old  meeting;  but  we 
felt  a part  of  the  body  of  Friends  across  time  and 
space  through  the  epistles,  through  the  varied  back- 
grounds of  our  members,  and  through  the  presence 
of  visiting  Friends.  Among  these  were  Mike  and 
Margaret  Yarrow  who  shared  their  insights  from 
living  awhile  in  Belfast.  Several  Friends  from  South 
Africa  Yearly  Meeting  travelling  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Friends  World  Committee,  enriched  our 
life  together  — Rosemary  Elliott,  Clerk  of  South 
Africa  Yearly  Meeting,  and  her  husband  Talbot, 
Colin  and  Jennifer  Kinghorn,  and  Hendrick 
Vander  Merwe.  In  our  near  ideal  situation:  con- 
genial friends,  fine  weather,  beautiful  surroundings, 
it  was  good  to  be  made  more  aware  of  two  of  the 
world’s  areas  of  extreme  conflicts.  Having  among 
us  people  who  live  in  the  situation  as  well  as  peo- 
ple in  our  country  working  on  its  ramifications, 
seeing  their  disagreements  and  watching  them  wres- 
tle with  words  and  attitudes,  pointed  up  the  com- 
plexity of  the  problems.  We  saw  a film  on  South 
Africa  which  disturbed  many  because  it  left  us  an- 
gry and  frustrated,  wanting  to  strike  out,  but  with 
no  suggestions  of  anything  we  could  do.  A message 
out  of  worship  that  helped  told  a story  as  though 
a group  of  Jews  were  bad  mouthing  the  Samari- 
tans, when  one  of  the  Jews  said,  “No,  they  aren’t 


all  a bad  lot.  I was  on  a journey  and  thieves  fell 
upon  me  and  left  me  for  dead  . . .”  He  told  his 
story  and  ended,  “Once  you  have  looked  into  their 
faces,  once  you  have  known  them  . . .”  So  it  has 
been  with  us.  We  have  looked  into  the  faces  of 
five  deeply  caring  white  people  from  South  Africa, 
one  of  them  an  Afrikaner. 

An  interest  group  on  Southern  Africa  drew  large 
attendance  as  expected.  It  came  as  more  of  a sur- 
prise to  have  large  attendance  at  one  entitled,  “Var- 
ieties of  Christian  Thought.”  Within  the  group  it- 
self was  enough  variety  to  share  with  each  other 
without  drawing  on  literature  or  outside  sources. 
There  was  a wish  to  see  it  repeated/continued  in 
quarterly  and  yearly  meetings. 

Variety  was  again  apparent  at  family  night.  We 
were  surprised  by  new  facets  of  old  friends  as  well 
as  new  talent  coming  in.  Other  Friends’  talents 
showed  up  in  the  craft  shop  and  the  well-chosen 
bookstore  selections. 

Another  dimension  of  the  South  African’s  influ- 
ence was  their  suggestion  that  in  the  ninety  degree 
weather  the  hospitality  tea  given  for  them  be  held 
in  the  shelter  beside  the  swimming  hole.  Most  of 
the  220  friends  present,  of  all  ages,  found  their  way 
to  the  cider  and  cookies  and  on  into  the  refreshing 
water  hollowed  by  falls  and  rapids  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  two  streams  in  the  woods. 

For  the  third  year,  our  own  members  were  in 
charge  of  food,  a move  that  has  resulted  in  lower 
cost,  more  nutritious  food,  ease  for  vegetarians,  and, 
for  some,  an  education  in  new  food  patterns.  It  is 
hard  work  for  a few,  but  a real  service  just  as  is 
clerking  or  serving  on  committees,  caring  for  child- 
ren or  moving  chairs.  Those  who  wanted  volun- 
teered to  bring  bread,  jam,  vegetables,  fruits,  etc., 
which  supplemented  what  must  be  bought.  We 
served  nine  meals  to  a minimum  of  160,  maximum 


Wayne  Joyce 
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224,  for  $1695  which  included  cooks’  pay  and 
$22.50  per  meal  to  Camp  Adams  for  supervision. 

We  served  family  style  so  there  was  no  standing  in 
line.  Volunteers  set  up  and  cleaned  up  which  fit 
very  well  our  Yearly  Meeting’s  emphasis  on  small 
group  interaction. 

Our  general  sessions  were  opportunities  for  wor- 
ship, for  introductions,  for  messages  from  other 
Friends  organizations  and  gatherings,  from  our 
Steering  Committee,  and  from  interest  groups  at 
this  yearly  meeting.  In  one  session  we  approved  a 
letter  to  go  to  the  President,  the  head  of  the  Olym- 
pics Committee,  and  others  deploring  the  conversion 
of  an  athlete’s  training  center  now  under  construc- 
tion at  Lake  Saranac  into  a youth  detention  center 
after  the  Olympics  are  over.  We  urged  that  this  fa- 
cility be  kept  as  a place  for  recreation  and  athletics. 
Instead  of  building  new  detention  centers  we  en- 
couraged reduction  in  the  number  of  youths  deem- 
ed necessary  to  be  locked  up. 

Out  of  tissue  paper  and  paste  and  a fire  in  a gar- 
bage can,  early  first  day  morning,  Talbot  Elliott 
lifted  our  spirits  with  a hot  air  balloon.  As  we  left 
breakfast  and  gathered  on  the  grass  of  the  playing 
field,  it  rose  into  the  air  about  200  feet  and  just 
stayed  there.  Then  it  came  gently  down  and  was 
carried  back  for  another  ascent  several  times  so  all 
could  see  and  many  hands  help,  and  we  went  to  the 
last  worship-sharing  groups  with  lifted  hearts. 


The  Quiet  Food  "Revolution” 

by  Beatrice  Newby 
Rogue  Valley  Meeting 

Who  would  have  thought  that  the  best  gourmet 
food  we  ever  had  in  a camping  experience  would 
be  at  the  ’78  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting?  The 
creative  imagination  of  Mildred  Cowger,  along  with 
the  cooperative  help  of  other  Friends,  made  our 
camp  refrigerator  and  plans  to  simply  fill  our  food 
needs  completely  unnecessary.  Not  only  was  the 
food  a delight,  its  preparation  and  organization  was 
designed  to  relieve  the  tremendous  over-the-range 
work  imposed  on  kitchen  crews  by  large  groups. 

Garden-fresh  vegetables,  homemade  breads,  jams, 
jellies  and  sauces  were  brought  by  attenders  to  en- 
richen  our  larder.  Big  bowls  of  fresh  fruit,  from 
first  meal  to  last,  provided  us  with  whole-food 
desserts.  Mildred,  with  Salem  Friends,  had  per- 
sonally harvested  over  100  pounds  of  Royal  Anne 
and  Bing  cherries  from  the  Willamette  Valley  to 
grace  the  tables  in  tandem  with  the  larger  bowls 
of  fruit.  Hot  dishes  — soups,  lasagna,  enchiladas, 
baked  beans  — were  98%  vegetarian  and  superbly 
delicious.  Cornbread  and  hot-cakes  accompanied 
a meal  or  two. 

I sat  with  different  people  at  each  meal  amid 
universal  exclamations  of  delighted  satisfaction. 
Tuna-salad,  chicken-salad  and  egg-salad  on  thick 
slices  of  natural  cheese  topped  pieces  of  homemade 
bread  or  were,  more  traditionally,  made  into  sand- 
wiches with  crisp  lettuce  and  tomato. 

A growing  number  of  Friends,  and  many  others 
we  know  well,  have  been  taking  a new  look  at  what 
to  eat  and  how  to  preserve  peak  nutritive  food 
values  by  minimum  preparation. 

This  gentle  and  quiet  “revolution”,  witnessed  in 
our  three  days  together  and  attempted  partially 
at  other  Friends  gatherings,  had  its  beginnings  forty 
years  ago  in  Mildred’s  natural-food  education  work 
and  in  her  thirty  years  of  bio-dynamic  gardening  on 
her  farm.  That  she  has  been  years  ahead  of  her 
time  is  being  evidenced  by  such  recent  publications 
as  E.F.  Schumacher’s  Small  is  Beautiful:  Econo- 
mics as  if  People  Mattered , as  well  as  many  others. 
Mildred  adroitly  and  humbly  replied  to  me  that 
“There  is  no  question  that  the  success  of  our  meals 
at  Camp  Adams  is  certainly  due  to  the  skillful  and 
cooperative  attitude  of  the  kitchen  crew.  I could 
have  purchased  nutritious  food,  but  poor  cooks 
could  have  ruined  it.”  She  was  presented  with  a 
scroll  of  gratitude  for  her  food  “revolution”  which 
was  enthusiastically  signed  by  the  many  Friends 
who  experienced  it. 
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TO  FRIENDS  EVERYWHERE 

from  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends 

Gathered  at  Ghost  Ranch,  Abiquiu,  New  Mexico,  June  8-11,  1978: 


Loving  greetings  to  you  small  meetings  in  the  far  reaches  of  the  world.  We  know  the  struggle  to 
achieve  corporate  fellowship  across  great  distances  and  share  a deep  appreciation  of  the  Presence  as  we 
gather  together. 

Loving  greetings  to  Friends  nearer  the  centers  of  Quaker  geography.  As  we  greet  you,  we  are  nourished 
by  loving  concern  for  the  ministry  to  the  Quaker  fellowship  we  all  share.  We  are  encouraged  by  the 
patient  search  for  a new  unity  among  all  Friends  and  the  effort  to  open  human  sufferings  to  the  light  of 
God,  firmly  and  tenderly,  with  love  for  both  oppressed  and  oppressor. 

We  write  to  you  from  Ghost  Ranch,  a haven  for  weary  adventurous  travelers,  a place  of  sun-drenched 
beauty  among  wind-blown  rocky  hills.  We  come  in  search  of  wholeness  and  renewal  of  our  being, 
desirous  of  deeper  inward  commitment  to  God  as  a basis  for  our  worship,  our  outreach  to  others,  and 
our  daily  living. 

As  a young  Yearly  Meeting,  we  sense  the  adventure  of  the  journey,  sometimes  unsure  of  our  destina- 
tion, but  always  committed  to  the  searching  steps. 

It  felt  good  to  see  the  colorful  dolls  and  toys  made  for  the  children  of  Gaza  during  the  course  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  and  to  hear  our  talented  singers  and  musicians  in  folksongs,  hymns,  and  songs  of  pro- 
test. Throughout  the  sessions,  we  saw  a loving  tenderness  toward  one  another  which  rejoices  our  hearts. 

As  we  seek  the  good  in  each  person,  we  strive  to  relieve  sufferings  and  injustices  around  us,  and  to 
work  for  peace  and  conciliation  among  all  peoples.  Let  us  join  together  as  one  to  obey  “every  prompt- 
ing that  springs  from  love  and  truth  in  your  hearts,  for  such  impulses  witness  to  the  leading  of  God.” 


Fourth  Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting 

by  Marie  Clark 
Phoenix  Meeting,  Reporter 

God  is  everywhere.  Yet,  somehow  to  many  of  us, 
it  is  easier  to  “center  down,”  to  feel  the  presence 
of  the  Infinite  in  this  vast  New  Mexico  scenery  — 
green  meadows  surrounded  by  bold  beige,  reddish 
cliffs  and  mountains,  topped  with  white  fluffy 
clouds  floating  in  the  brilliant  blue  sky.  Here  birds 
offer  delightful  music. 

With  George  Fox’s  admonition,  “Friends,  come 
together  and  know  one  another  in  that  which  is 
eternal  in  the  light  that  was  before  the  world  was,” 
the  fourth  annual  Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting 
convened  June  8,  1978,  at  Ghost  Ranch,  New 
Mexico.  Here  we  came  for  fellowship,  spiritual 
renewal,  and  new  visions  for  our  lives. 

Barbara  Sprogell  Jacobson,  Clerk  of  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting,  was  our  guest  speaker  and  special 
resource  person.  Other  resource  persons  helpful 
throughout  the  sessions  were  Solomon  Jacobson, 
FWCC;  Nick  Block,  FCNL;  Lee  Thornton  and 
Betty  Cole,  AFSC;  and  Mike  and  Margaret  Yarrow. 

We  were  privileged  by  the  presence  of  Suzanne 
Sein  and  Emma  Martinez  De  Moreno  from  Mexico. 
Emma  was  the  first  representative  aided  by  the 
Huberto  Sein  Memorial  Fund.  The  Barrie  Pittock 
family  from  Australia  was  a delightful  part  of  our 
group  and  visiting  members  of  several  other  Yearly 
Meetings  enriched  our  fellowship. 


On  behalf  of  the  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting, 
Norma  Adams  Price,  Clerk 

Our  spirits  were  indeed  nurtured  in  our  Meetings 
for  Worship,  small  worship-sharing  groups,  discussion 
groups,  a threshing  session,  and  group  singing.  Not 
least  of  these,  our  talent  sharing  night  provided  the 
tonic  of  hearty  laughter  at  the  ridiculous  and  of 
ecstasy  while  listening  to  superb  musical  artistry. 
Well-planned  and  numerous  children’s  and  Young 
Friends’  programs  were  an  integral  part  of  the 
Meeting. 

Barbara  Jacobson  shared  thoughts  which  prevailed 
throughout  IMYM,  suggesting  mileposts  helpful  in 
our  journey  to  “wholeness  of  being.”  The  direction 
we  take  may  be  constantly  changing.  We  may  be 
continually  reevaluating,  and  we  may  experience 
vague  yearnings  as  we  attempt  to  respond  to  that 
of  God  in  us,  to  determine  what  God  wants  us  to 
do,  to  be.  Disciplined  worship,  strong  faith,  prac- 
ticing love  are  necessary  ingredients  for  success,  she 
continued.  We  set  off  on  the  journey  with  the  feel- 
ing of  a Guide  near  us.  Sometimes,  however,  He 
seems  far  away.  Then  others  may  carry  the  Light. 
Other  times  when  He  seems  farthest,  He  is  really 
near  us.  This  may  be  a time  of  evaluating  how 
we  have  grown.  God,  the  potter,  continues  to 
work  according  to  our  willingness  to  change  and 
grow.  No  real  test  of  growth  is  an  easy  test. 

Perhaps  the  journey  and  not  the  arrival  is  most 
important.  What  we  are  looking  for  is  often  not 
what  we  really  want  or  get.  Perhaps  the  searching 
and  looking  is  enough. 

Barbara  Jacobson  also  noted  we  in  Friends 
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Meetings  are  not  only  sheep  but  assistant  shepards 
as  well.  For  our  “outreach”  we  need  to  strengthen 
our  “in-reach.”  The  Changelessness  of  eternity  is 
needed  to  cope  in  our  changing  society.  Only  the 
brave  and  sensitive  can  be  “open”  to  others’  needs. 

Many  of  us  felt  what  one  member  expressed,  “We 
have  done  a fair  bit  of  entering  into  the  Kingdom 
these  three  days.”  Jane  Illsley  spoke  for  the  Young 
Friends,  “For  years  there  has  been  a river  of  cold- 
ness between  the  Young  Friends  and  the  older 
Friends.  For  the  first  time,  a bridge  is  being  built,  a 
bridge  of  love.  I feel  that  the  young  and  the  old  are 
coming  together  in  love  to  truly  become  Friends.” 
The  Presence  was  truly  in  our  midst,  especially 
during  the  concluding  Meeting  for  Worship  when 
tears  and  even  a bit  of  warm  laughter  accompanied 
a deep  flow  of  love  and  extraordinary  joy  felt  and 
expressed  by  children,  young  adults,  and  adults 
both  verbally  and  with  spontaneous  music. 

Rejoicing  in  this  experience,  let  us  continue  our 
journey  to  “wholeness  of  being”  remaining  “open” 
to  share  this  love,  warmth,  joy,  caring.  Let  us  be 
friends! 

Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting 

Young  Friends 

by  Betty  Cole, 

Advisor  to  Young  Friends 
AFSC,  Pasadena,  CA 

About  thirty  young  Friends  gathered  this  year  at 
Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting  to  get  to  know  each 
other  better,  worship,  play,  and  learn.  During  the 
“extra  day”  before  the  formal  gathering  began,  we 
did  an  improvisational  theatre  session  that  helped 
us  begin  to  relax  together;  many  went  on  hikes  or 
swimming.  Friday  night  we  played  games  to  really 
learn  each  others’  names,  learn  about  each  others’ 
concerns  and  favorite  activities,  and  build  the 
beginnings  of  a trusting  community. 

Later  in  Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting,  we 
worked  through  some  feelings  about  moral  deci- 
sions and  social  issues,  had  a long  discussion  on 
Love,  Sex,  and  the  Inner  Light,  talked  some  about 
our  feelings  about  our  religious  experience. 

Young  Friends  folk-danced  every  night,  played 
soccer  between  sessions,  camped  out  on  the  mesa, 
and  evidenced  considerable  goodwill  toward  one 
another  and  the  Meeting  as  a whole. 

EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

Host  couple  is  sought  for  Ben  Lomond  Qua- 
ker Center  for  job  opening  occurring  between 
November  1 and  January  1,  1978.  If  inter- 
ested, send  resume  to:  Joan  Schneider,  Clerk, 
Personnel  Committee,  415  Western  States  Ct., 
Felton,  CA  95018. 


Clara  Hum 

AFSC  Director 

Gaza  Pre-School  Centers 


Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
— Ghost  Ranch 
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MEMORIALS 


“We  gathered  together  in  worship  to  remember  and  to  celebrate  the  beauty  of  the  lives  of 
Friends  who  have  died  since  last  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  . . .” 


Lester  B.  Schaeffer 
Grace  Cope 

Bronwen  Craven 
Barbara  Bryan  Mills 


Santa  Cruz 
Santa  Cruz 

University 

University 


Ann  Bruner 

Berkeley 

Harry  Helson 

Berkeley 

Florence  Conard 

Berkeley 

Harriet  Reitveld 

Claremont 

Heberto  Sein 

Mexico  City 

Arzella  Pici 

Monterey 

John  Dorland 

Orange  Grove 

Robert  Leinau 

Orange  Grove 

Josephine  Benton 

Orange  Grove 

Georges  M.  Weber 

Palo  Alto 

Eric  Cockroft 

Palo  Alto 

Josephine  Duveneck 

Palo  Alto 

Lucille  Inke 

Palomar 

Edith  Vail 

Palomar 

Harrison  Hunt 

Redwood  Forest  & 
East  Lansing,  MI 

Horace  Cook 

Riverside 

FRIENDS  FROM  NORTH  PACIFIC  Y.M. 

Joe  Strittmatter  Eastside 

Kenneth  Scott  Eastside 

John  Willard  Eastside 

FRIENDS  FROM  INTERMOUNTAIN  Y.M. 

Rachel  Nason  Zimmerman  Albuquerque 
Veilin  Pemberton  Phoenix 

FROM  FIRST  FRIENDS  CHURCH 
Pasadena,  California  Y.M. 

Hedwig  Hubbe 


“Death  is  no  more  than  a turning  of  us  over  from  time  to  eternity.” 

(William  Penn) 

“I  know  now,  as  I look  back  across  the  years,  that  nothing  has  carried  me  up  into  the  life  of  God,  or 
done  more  to  open  out  the  infinite  meaning  of  love,  than  the  fact  that  love  can  span  this  break  of 
separation,  can  pass  beyond  the  visible  and  hold  right  on  across  the  chasm.  The  mystic  union  has  not 
broken  and  knows  no  end.” 

(Rufus  M.  Jones  after  the  death  of  his  son  Lowell.) 


Summary  of  Action  Minutes 

Thirty-second  Session  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
7-12  August,  1978 

(Complete  copies  of  Minutes  and  Addenda  are 
available  through  Clerks  and  Representatives.  Fur- 
ther reports  from  PYM  Committees  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  October  issue.) 

1978-2  The  Epistle  Committee,  Paul  Niebanck, 
Catherine  Bruner,  and  June  Manners 
was  approved. 

3 The  Ministry  and  Oversight  Subcom- 
mittee on  Visitation  was  laid  down. 

4 Patricia  Ender  was  approved  as  co- 
recording clerk. 

5 Nancy  Springer  was  approved  as  clerk 
of  Nominating  Committee  through 
1979. 

6 Lawrence  Perry,  Bill  Lovelady,  and  Lee 
Steelman  were  approved  as  the  Com- 
mittee to  Name  the  Nominating 
Committee. 


9 A Minute  on  Investment  in  South 
Africa  and  Elsewhere  was  approved  call- 
ing on  Friends  in  conscience  not  to 
support  the  corporate  policies  around 
the  world  which  promote  apartheid  in 
South  Africa,  hunger,  and  economic 
oppression.  Quaker  organizations  and 
individuals  are  urged  to  examine  their 
investments  and  those  of  their  banks 
and  to  open  dialogue  with  them,  and  in 
particular,  to  protest  to  banks  which 
make  loans  to  oppressive  governments 
such  as  South  Africa. 

10  A Minute  on  Prison  Construction  was 
approved  to  be  sent  to  the  California 
Legislature  congratulating  them  on 
opposing  the  huge  amount  budgeted 
by  Gov.  Brown  for  construction  of  pri- 
sons and  urging  them  to  channel  their 
activities  and  monies  toward  increased 
and  improved  alternatives  to  prisons. 

1 1 Approved  a Minute  to  Pres.  Carter  de- 
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ploring  the  plan  to  convert  the  dor- 
mitories for  the  1980  Olympics  at  Lake 
Placid,  New  York,  to  a prison,  thereaf- 
ter, for  young  people.  Urged  some 
other  public  use  for  these  facilities 
more  consistent  with  a free  and 
humanitarian  society. 

12  Approved  sending  a copy  of  PYM  min- 
ute 78-1 1 to  New  York  Yearly  Meeting. 

13  Minuted  support  of  Davis  Meeting’s 
concern  expressed  to  the  Regents  of  the 
Univ.  of  California  regarding  the  Uni- 
versity’s laboratories  at  Livermore  and 
Los  Alamos  which  are  engaged  in  re- 
search and  development  of  nuclear 
weapons. 

Requests  that  all  Monthly  Meetings 
bring  this  concern  both  to  the  UC 
Regents  and  the  Dept,  of  Energy. 

Requests  that  we  ask  the  AFSC  to 
increase  its  attention  and  involvement 
in  this  concern  through  the  U.C.  Nuclear 
Weapons  Lab  Conversion  Project. 

20  A minute  of  warm  greeting  to  John 
Ullman  was  approved,  since  he  was  un- 
able to  be  with  us  for  the  first  time  in 
26  years. 

21  Contributions  to  help  share  the  extra 
costs  incurred  by  campers  should  go  to 
Stratton  Jaquette,  Treasurer,  labeled 
sharing  fund. 

22  A minute  of  appreciation  was  written 
to  Stratton  Jaquette  for  the  clarity  of 
form  of  this  year’s  Treasurer’s  Report. 

23  An  audit  of  the  Friends  Bullet  in  ac- 
account  books  was  approved. 

24  The  continuation  of  our  current  assess- 
ment practice  was  approved  for  the 
present. 

25  A reduction  in  assessment  for  Logan 
Meeting  to  $7. 50/member  was  approved 
at  their  request  because  of  their  dual 
membership  in  PYM  and  Intermoun- 
tain Y.M. 

27  We,  as  a Yearly  Meeting,  send  with  Alan 
Strain  a verbal,  special  minute  of  love 
to  Joanne. 

28  The  creation  of  a new  Children’s  Pro- 
gram Committee  was  approved. 

30-31  A planning  committee  to  explore  the 
idea  of  a “reunion”  of  Pacific  Coast 
Friends  to  be  held  in  the  next  two  to 
five  years  was  approved. 


Frances  Ridgeway,  coordinator, 
Gretchen  Rudnick,  Christopher  Barns, 
Robert  Barns,  and  Thomas  Farley  will 
serve  as  delegates  to  the  ad-hoc  planning 
committee. 

32  Approved  a Minute  of  Recognition  for 
the  national  reputation  for  excellence 
which  the  Friends  Bulletin  has  enjoyed 
under  the  editorship  of  Robert  Schutz, 
and  for  the  important  contribution  of 
Myra  Keen  who  spent  many  hours  help- 
ing as  the  Bulletin  assistant  editor. 

33  Approved  the  proposed  budget  for  fis- 
cal year  1979  with  allocations  of  Sup- 
port for  Friends’  Organizations  the 
same  as  in  1978  with  the  addition  of 
$200  for  the  New  Call  to  Peacemaking. 

Thomas  Farley,  Sandra  Farley,  and 
John  Fitz  stood  aside,  unable  to  ap- 
prove the  $500  allocation  for  John 
Woolman  School.  Friends  were  assured 
that  a similar  contribution,  if  proposed 
for  fiscal  year  1980,  will  not  be  ap- 
proved pro  forma. 

34  Approved  a Minute  of  Opposition  to 
Proposition  6,  the  California  initiative 
on  School  Employees-Homosexuality, 
urging  all  persons  of  conscience  to  op- 
pose it  since  it  discriminates  legally  and 
economically  against  individuals  on  the 
basis  of  personal  sexual  orientation  or 
advocacy  of  the  rights  of  others  in  this 
regard.  The  assumptions  that  are  spe- 
cifically written  into  the  proposed  ini- 
tiative have  not  been  proven. 

(Text  of  the  minute  above  with  excerpts 
from  the  proposed  initiative  and  sug- 
gestions for  implementing  the  minute 
are  included  in  the  full  copy  of  minutes.) 

35  Approved  a Minute  of  Opposition  to 
Proposition  7 called  the  “Murder  Pen- 
alty Initiative”  which  expands  the  num- 
ber of  acts  for  which  the  death  penalty 
would  be  mandatory,  and  makes  per- 
sons not  directly  involved  in  a killing 
subject  to  the  death  penalty. 

(A  fact  sheet  on  this  proposition  and 
suggestions  for  implementing  this  min- 
ute are  attached  to  the  full  copy  of 
minutes.) 

36  Nominating  Committee  submitted  its 
final  report,  noting  that  a clerk  for  the 
Education  Committee  had  not  been 
named.  (Lowell  Barnett,  Fresno  Meet- 

( Continued  on  page  152) 
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ing,  was  later  named  as  clerk  of  Educa- 
tion Committee.) 

Following  are  next  year’s  officers: 

Lowell  Tozer,  Clerk,  Micki  Graham, 

Ass’t  Clerk,  Barbara  Perry  and  Bob 
Vogel,  Co-Recording  Clerks,  Richard 
Sanders,  Rep.  Comm.  Recording  Clerk, 
Jeanne  Lohmann,  Reading  Clerk,  John 
Draper,  Statistical  Clerk,  Stratton  and 
Maureen  Jaquette,  Treasurers,  Lonnie 
Harvey,  Registrar,  Walter  Jones,  Arrange- 
ments Clerk,  Jan  Tappan,  Historian- 
Archivist. 

40  A Minute  of  Deep  Appreciation  was 
expressed  for  Etta  Vogel’s  years  of  de- 
voted service  as  Historian-Archivist, 
particularly  the  cross-indexing  of  Y.M. 
Minutes  which  makes  it  possible  to  re- 
call and  use  our  previous  experience. 

The  Session  closed  expecting  to  gather 
again  at  Craig  Hall  in  Chico,  California, 
August  6-11,  1979. 


Young  Friends  of 
North  America  Conference 

by  Laurie  MacKenzie 
Claremont  Meeting 

The  Young  Friends  of  North  America  Conference 
took  place  this  year  in  Idaho  Springs,  Colorado, 

July  16-22. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  was  “Ways  to  Serve.” 
We  explored  this  theme  in  many  different  ways, 
sometimes  with  the  help  of  different  resource  peo- 
ple who  came  to  talk  with  us  and  lead  workshops. 
Tom  Farley  led  “Harold”  Workshop  (a  piece  of 
Improvisational  Theatre).  Sandra  Farley  did  a 
workshop  on  “Sharing  with  Young  Children.” 
Monette  Thatcher  spoke  on  “My  Personal  Basis  for 
Social  Action.”  Cherilyn  Holt  and  Jim  Navarro 
did  a joint  workshop  on  “New  Call  to  Peacemaking” 
and  “Starting  a Peace  Resource  Center  in  Your 
Local  Community.”  Jim  also  gave  a presentation 
on  the  apartheid  in  South  Africa.  John  Borden 
spoke  on  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
Bob  Rumsey  on  Friends  World  Committee  for  Con- 
sultation and  Dennis  Dick  on  the  Traveling  Minis- 
try and  Quakeumenical  Activities. 

We  found  ways  to  serve  at  the  conference  itself 
by  caring  for  children,  cooking  the  food  and  car- 
ing for  each  other.  In  our  meetings  for  worship  and 
meetings  for  worship  for  business,  we  felt  a deep- 
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ening  sense  of  the  Presence  among  us.  We  had  to 
accept  the  diversity  among  ourselves  and  rely  on 
the  Spirit  to  guide  us  before  we  reached  unity. 

We  felt  a stong  call  to  action  and  out  of  this  we 
formed  a Peace  Committee,  with  a particular  con- 
cern for  conscription,  an  Outreach  Committee  to 
help  Young  Friends  organize  and  communicate 
with  each  other  and  a Committee  to  Organize  a 
Young  Brethren,  Friends,  and  Mennonites’  Peace 
Caravan. 

We  decided  to  have  Fall  committee  meetings  in 
two  places:  Ohio  and  California,  in  order  to  nur- 
ture the  growing  number  of  active  Young  Friends 
in  the  West.  Committee  meetings  will  take  place 
on  November  3-5  in  Marin.  All  Friends  are  wel- 
come to  attend.  Please  contact  Marin  Meeting  or 
me  for  more  information: 

Lauri  MacKenzie 
218  Briarcroft 
Claremont , C A 91711 

I came  away  from  Young  Friends  of  North 
America  Conference  with  a sense  that  I wasn’t 
really  leaving  the  community  at  all,  that  it  was  an 
ongoing  thing,  feeling  spiritually  renewed  and 
ready  to  be  active. 


How  to  Pack  for  An  Inward  Journey 

by  Gerrie  House 
Orange  Grove  Meeting 

Participation  in  the  Theology  Workshop  for 
three  days  before  Yearly  Meeting  is  for  many  of 
us  the  best  possible  preparation  for  moving  into 
the  Yearly  Meeting  and  a new  year. 

This  year’s  letter  to  registrants  gave  instructions 
on  how  to  pack  for  an  inward  journey  guided  by 
Elise  Boulding,  Quaker  writer  and  sociologist,  who 
teaches  courses  in  the  Sociology  of  Religion  at  the 
University  of  Colorado  at  Boulder.  Two  excerpts 
were  offered  from  Evelyn  Underhill’s  Essentials  of 
Mysticism  for  study  before  the  workshop.  A sug- 
gested bibliography  was  enclosed: 


Frank  Vogel 
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Helen  Waddell,  The  Desert  Fathers 

Julian  of  Norwich,  Revelations  of  Divine  Love 

Marguerite  Porete,  Mirror  of  Simple  Souls 

The  Northern  Thebaid 
(Russian  mystics) 

Simone  Weil,  Waiting  on  God 
Catherine  de  Hueck  Doherty,  Poustinia 
Sister  Madeleine,  Solitary  Refinement 
Dorothy  Day,  selected  writings 
Elise  shared  her  life  experience  in  religious  search, 
the  markings  of  growth  and  insight,  and  her  explor- 
ations among  Catholic  contemplatives.  She  her- 
self lived  for  a year  in  hermitage  in  silence  and  sim- 
plicity, in  meditation  and  prayer,  in  study  and  writ- 
ing. She  sees  the  contemplative  life  as  the  process  of 
moving  through  to  awareness  of  the  ultimate  goal, 
the  realization  of  Oneness  with  the  Source,  the 
movement  in  progress  being  not  a vertical  assent 
but  a circular  spiraling  of  progress.  There  are  also 
some  necessities,  she  feels,  required  in  the  pursuit 
of  the  contemplative:  discipline  and  focus,  a need 
to  experience  life  as  a rugged  wilderness  which  helps 
to  focus  will  and  attention  and  strips  us  down  to 
essentials.  Furthermore,  there  must  be  intention. 

We  have  to  want  to  know  God. 

Our  times  of  worship  and  our  small  group  exper- 
iences undergirded  all  other  activities.  We  told  our 
journeys, our  intimate  struggles  and  triumphs,  our 
joys  and  pain  and  healings.  We  sang  and  danced 
together.  We  wept,  moving  through  heights  and 
depths  of  feelings,  and  we  loved  and  cared  for  one 
another. 

In  addition  to  the  presentations  which  Elise  made 
on  the  lives  of  contemplative  women  from  early 
Christian,  post-medieval  and  the  twentieth  century, 
we  were  helped  on  our  journey  by  Jeanne  Lohmann 
and  Hank  Lohmann  who  read  papers  of  their  in- 
ward journey  through  poetry  and  the  insights  of 
therapy.  Peter  Nutting  also  shared  with  us  his  ex- 
periences of  self-imposed  isolation  and  contempla- 
tion as  he  wrote  his  doctoral  thesis.  His  Christ- 
centered  life  touched  us  all.  I was  carried  by 
Peter’s  witness  into  a feeling  of  being  brought  back 
home  in  a new  birth  of  knowing,  “Yes,  my 
Redeemer  liveth.”  With  that  came  joy  and  new 
energies. 


1978  Conference  of  Young  Adult  Friends 

by  Jay  Thatcher 
Marin  Meeting 

Young  Friends  from  many  shades  of  belief  and 
background  met  for  one  week  this  past  summer  in 
Oskaloosa,  Iowa.  We  sought  to  worship  and  share 
together,  using  our  common  points,  as  well  as  our 
diversity,  to  discover  and  deepen  our  faith. 


This  Conference  of  Young  Adult  Friends  grew 
from  the  enduring  efforts  of  several  Friends,  who 
convened  a young  adult  interest  group  which  met 
for  several  afternoons  at  the  Conference  of  Friends 
in  the  Americas  a year  ago.  As  planned  then,  our 
conference  was  held  at  the  same  time  and  place  as 
the  1978  triennial  sessions  of  Friends  United 
Meeting. 

We  heard  presentations  from  three  Friends  of 
wide  background,  on  the  themes  of  Authority,  Min- 
istry and  Community.  In  small  sharing  groups,  we 
discussed  these  ideas  and  their  applications  to  our 
lives.  I was  impressed  by  the  depth  of  sharing  and 
by  young  Friends’  freedom  from  dogmatism. 

Our  daily  worship  was  spontaneous  and  spirited. 
Important  to  the  development  of  community  among 
young  adult  Friends  were  frequent  sessions  for 
singing  and  New  Games.  We  attended  F.U.M. 
growth  groups  as  well  as  evening  programs  of  the 
triennial  sessions. 

Through  the  week  we  gained  new  insights  of  our 
respective  places  in  the  Society  of  Friends  and, 
more  importantly,  of  what  God  is  teaching  us  and 
asking  us  to  do. 

The  conference  was  small;  about  20  to  30  attend- 
ed most  of  our  sessions.  Many  trusting  friendships 
were  built.  Our  Society  will  benefit  in  the  future 
from  its  members  having  fellowshiped  together  as 
young  Friends,  understanding  points  of  difference 
and  being  confident  of  each  other’s  integrity. 

A second  “quakeumenical”  conference  for  young 
adults  is  being  planned  for  1980.  Recognizing 
that  this  year’s  conference  was  lacking  in  Friends 
from  Evangelical  and  Independent  yearly  meetings, 
we  appointed  a nominating  committee  to  arrange 
for  a more  broadly  representative  planning  group. 

I have  faith  that  other  young  adults  from  our 
yearly  meetings  will  see  the  value  of  sharing  with 
young  Friends  of  different  backgrounds.  Your 
participation  and  support  is  encouraged. 


Women’s  Gathering 
on  Nonviolence  and  Feminism 

Monte  Toyon,  a campground  in  the  redwoods 
near  Santa  Cruz,  was  the  setting  for  more  than  1 50 
women  and  a dozen  children  on  July  7-9  during  a 
Women’s  Gathering  on  Nonviolence  and  Feminism 
organized  by  War  Resisters  League/West.  Partici- 
pants included  Friends  from  Meetings  in  California 
and  New  Mexico  (Albuquerque  Meeting  sponsored 
four  young  women  members  who  are  helping  to 
develop  a peace  conversion  project  for  their  state), 
and  other  women  from  as  far  away  as  British 
Columbia,  South  Carolina,  Connecticut  and  London. 
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(Gathering  on  Nonviolence:  cont.  from  page  153) 

Women  ranged  in  ages  from  18  years  to  80.  Many 
women  were  actively  involved  in  projects  such  as 
Women  Against  Violence  in  Pornography  and  the 
Media,  rape  crises  centers,  battered  women’s  cen- 
ters, peace  conversion,  the  anti-nuclear  movement, 
and  the  campaign  to  cut  military  spending. 

Workshops  and  discussion  groups  enabled  women 
to  discuss  the  concepts  and  applications  of  non- 
violence in  a relevant  framework:  Bringing  a Non- 
violent Perspective  to  the  Women’s  Movement;  Sex- 
uality and  Violence;  Overcoming  Fear;  Peace  Con- 
version; Women  and  Militarism;  Nonviolent  Rape 
Resistance;  Women  in  Prisons;  Nonviolence  and 
Battered  Women;  Women  Who  Live/Work  With  Men; 
What  The  Oppression  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Mean  for  Our  Lives;  War  Tax  Resistance;  Nonvio- 
lence and  Children;  Nonviolent,  Feminist  Position 
on  Abortion;  How  Do  We  Work/Organize?  Femin- 
ism, Nonviolence,  Spirituality;  Visions  For  The 
Future;  Nonviolent  Action  Training. 

Suggestions  for  on-going  work  included  another 
Gathering  next  year  and  a National  Gathering  in 
1980;  the  further  development  of  a nonviolent 
women’s  network;  the  formation  of  a Bay  Area 
Nonviolent  Women’s  Strategy  Group  as  well  as  the 
formation  of  nonviolent  women’s  support  and  ac- 
tion groups  in  Palo  Alto  and  other  localities.  Wo- 
men expressed  intentions  to  encourage  more  work 
in  the  areas  of  counter-recruitment  of  women  to 
the  military,  the  development  of  materials  relevant 
to  women  about  military  spending,  better  interna- 
tional communication  among  nonviolent  feminists, 
more  connections  with  third  world  and  working 
class  women,  the  oppression  of  children  and  gay 
persons. 

Friends  interested  in  these  issues  may  contact 
Helen  Michalowski  of  WRL/West  at  1360  Howard 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103  (415-626-6976). 


Women’s  Sharing  Weekend  6/78 

by  Ann  Denham 

“The  Ben  Lomond  experience  reminds  me  that  I 
am  not  alone,  holding  my  little  candle.  I remem- 
ber that  I am  supported;  that  there  is  another  way 
of  looking  at  the  world.”  The  young  woman 
echoed  the  experience  of  Women  Friends  Sharing 
“regulars”  and  some  first-timers  as  well  in  the  clos- 
ing worship  of  a Women’s  Sharing  weekend,  June 
23-25. 

Sixteen  women,  representing  a range  of  ages  and 
backgrounds,  gathered  to  participate  in  body  move- 
ment, improvizational  theatre  and  impromptu  skits 


under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Linda  Seger,  drama 
professor  at  Laverne  College.  Underlying  this  coop- 
erative drama  was  the  understanding  that  insight  in- 
to our  lives  and  hopes  can  arise  in  the  midst  of  play. 
The  group  danced,  invented  motions  and  sounds, 
acted  out  dreams,  capsulized  stages  of  history,  gave 
birth  to  itself  and  learned  to  trust,  support,  and 
give  way  to  fun  and  sharing. 

The  Theatre  Weekend,  organized  by  Billie 
Hamilton  and  Kathy  Downey,  Sacramento  Meeting, 
was  one  in  a series  of  weekends  and  retreats  spon- 
sored by  Women  Friends  Sharing  over  the  last  four 
years.  The  group  was  conceived  at  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  as  a place  for  women  to  respond  to  the 
rapid  changes  in  consciousness  occasioned  by  the 
women’s  movement.  Women  and  religion,  feminine 
spirituality,  nonviolence,  personal  growth  and  un- 
structured R.  and  R.,  plus  sharing,  are  some  of  the 
weekends  that  have  been  offered. 

Women  who  have  been  regular  participants  use 
terms  like  “sisterhood,”  “community,”  and 
“Shangri-la”  when  speaking  of  the  continuing  ex- 
perience. Many  women  indicate  that  they  find  new 
hope  and  the  possibility  of  change  and  transforma- 
tion. Clearly,  Women  Friends  Sharing  is  a ministry 
of  the  Spirit. 
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LETTERS 

Dear  Friends: 

For  too  long  the  Bulletin  has  published  argument- 
ative criticisms  or  apologies  for  AFSC  policies,  pro- 
grams or  personnel  as  letters  to  the  editor.  Hostile 
accusations  or  protective,  defensive  arguments  are 
not  creative  tools.  What  of  a loving  examination  of 
the  procedures,  practices,  and  faith  underlying  Qua- 
ker service?  of  the  administration  of  that  service? 
of  the  ways  policies  are  developed  or  how  they  are 
changed? 

Could  we  come  to  the  truth  with  a series  of  Quer- 
ies on  American  Friends  Service? 

Are  we  committed  to  helping  people  outside  the 
Society  of  Friends?  Are  we  open  and  loving 
enough  that  we  can  face  the  possibility  that  loyal- 
ties to  our  various  cultures,  races,  professions,  or  to 
the  nation,  or  the  capitalist  economy  blind  us  to 
the  human  needs  of  people  whose  experience  and 
outlook  are  different  from  ours? 

To  what  extent  does  the  right  of  individuals  to 
publish  opinions  about  a Friends’  institution  imply 
that  the  institution  has  done  serious  wrong?  Does 
such  publication  tend  to  separate  the  institution 
from  the  larger  society  of  Friends? 

Whose  responsibility  is  it  to  make  the  policies  of 
AFSC?  How  best  can  the  general  body  of  the  so- 
ciety take  part?  Do  we  justify  our  individual  fail- 
ures to  carry  out  felt  responsibilities  by  criticizing 
the  methods,  practices,  purposes  of  those  who  in 
the  name  of  Friends,  but  without  full  participation 
of  all  Quakerdom,  try  to  work  in  our  name? 

When  asked  to  serve  as  volunteers,  or  on  advisory 
panels,  as  hosts  to  a seminar  or  conference  of  whose 
members  some  do  not  accept  Quaker  values  or  prac- 
tices, or  as  members  of  the  regional  committee,  or 
on  the  Board,  how  do  we  respond? 

Do  we  as  individuals  or  in  our  monthly  and  yearly 
meetings  study  the  reports  of  AFSC  projects? 

Do  we  consult  with  local,  regional,  or  executive 
staff? 

Do  we  visit  programs  of  AFSC?  Do  we  make 
other  efforts  to  get  first  hand  knowledge  of  the 
projects? 

How  do  we  seek  unity  as  to  the  merits  of  pro- 
grams which  deal  with  difficult  matters  such  as 
Israeli-Arab  conflict?  protection  of  the  human 
rights  of  aliens?  the  rights  of  Whites  as  well  as  of 
Blacks  in  Africa?  of  children  beaten  by  desperate 
or  ill  parents?  of  citizens?  of  the  police  as  them- 
selves children  of  God? 

Are  our  economic  or  social  theories  relevant  to 
our  spiritual  light?  Do  we  in  all  circumstances  nur- 
ture the  good  in  those  with  whom  we  differ? 

How  do  we  within  our  own  Society  help  to  heal 
the  distraught,  negative,  unloving  which  is  an  ele- 


ment in  each  of  us? 

How  can  Friends’  publications  adequately  convey 
all  aspects  of  the  problems  they  present? 

What  are  the  limits  of  “speaking  truth  to  power”? 
Can  we  all  help  the  editor  to  publish  the  truth? 

In  love  and  hope  and  confidence, 

Frances  B.  McAllister 
Flagstaff  Friends  Meeting 
Clerk,  Inter-Mountain 
Yearly  Meeting 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE  RETIRING  EDITOR 
Dear  Bob, 

It  is  strange  that  you  write  an  editorial  (June 
1978)  containing  good  theology  and  yet  treat  theo- 
logy as  if  it  were  all  idolatrous.  What  is  good  about 
your  theology  is  its  emphasis  on  openness  and  the 
continual  seeking  of  truth.  The  metaphors  of  a 
fixed  world  created  at  the  beginning  and  a final  un- 
alterable truth  revealed  in  the  Bible  are  bad  ones 
and  lead  to  the  troubles  of  which  you  complain.  A 
truer  metaphor  is  that  of  continued  creation  and 
continued  revelation  of  new  truth.  Such  a meta- 
phor implies  a world  in  which  love  can  heal  and 
truth  can  prosper. 

What  makes  your  theology  only  good,  and  not 
excellent,  is  that  you  fail  to  distinguish  among: 

(a)  idolatrous,  (b)  appreciative,  (c)  thoughtful  and 
(d)  incompetent  uses  of  words  and  references  to 
persons.  For  instance,  one  could  worship  Fox  un- 
critically, as  if  he  were  God,  or  accept  with  appre- 
ciation those  of  his  insights  that  appeal  to  us,  or 
consider  his  views  philosophically,  but  noncommi- 
tally,  or  misunderstand  and  misquote  him.  Not 
all  theologizing  falls  into  the  first  category. 

It  is  tempting  for  any  of  us  to  treat  the  firmly 
held  opinions  of  others  as  dogmatic  and  idolatrous, 
while  believing  that  our  own  firmly  held  views  are 
rational.  When  we  are  worried  about  idolatries, 
should  we  not  look  first  at  our  own? 

William  T.  Scott 
Reno  Meeting 

Editor, 

The  letter  in  the  June  issue  with  regard  to  the  TV 
showing  of  “Holocaust”  was  shocking  for  its  anti- 
Semitic  tone  and  blatent  insensitivity  to  the  trau- 
ma of  the  Jewish  people  from  the  holocaust  exper- 
ience. As  Robert  Smith  points  out  in  his  response 
(July  issue)  Quakers  would  do  well  to  examine  the 
anti-Semitism  in  their  hearts. 

I do  not  wish  to  pass  lightly  over  the  plight  of 
the  Palestinians.  It  is  important  for  us  all  to  under- 
stand their  cause.  It  should  also  be  pointed  out 

(Continued  on  page  156) 
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(Holocaust  Letter:  cont.  from  page  155) 

that  the  AFSC  has  always  supported  the  right  of 

the  State  of  Israel  to  exist. 

Since  Ellen  Lyon’s  letter  was  published,  I have 
had  an  opportunity  to  speak  with  her  at  Yearly 
Meeting.  She  was  not,  it  seems,  conscious  of  the 
anti-Semitism  expressed  in  her  letter,  nor  was  the 
(then)  editor  of  this  Bulletin  aware  of  it,  or  the  let- 
ter (hopefully)  would  not  have  seen  the  light  of 
print. 

Difficult  as  it  may  be  to  comprehend,  only  when 
there  is  an  appreciation  of  the  psychological  effects 
of  the  holocaust  on  the  entire  Jewish  people  is 
there  hope  of  any  outsider  making  real  contact 
with  the  traumatized  remnants  of  the  Jews  who  see 
themselves,  alone,  beleaguered,  backs  to  the  sea,  de- 
fending themselves  in  the  only  way  they  can  against 
a world  of  enemies.  Whether  or  not  this  is  an  accur- 
ate perception  of  Israel’s  situation  is  for  the  most 
part  irrelevant.  It  is  only  too  true  that  six  million 
died  for  their  religious  beliefs  or  for  an  accident  of 
ancestry  while  the  world  looked  the  other  way. 
Precious  few  were  the  hands  raised  to  help  or  save 
them. 

Ellen  Lyon’s  letter  suggests  that  Jews  shouldn’t 
relive  the  past  but  forget  it  and  turn  to  the  AFSC 
as  good  and  loving  children  to  solve  our  problems. 
Simplistic  thinking  of  this  genre  will  lead  us  straight 
back  to  Armageddon. 

For  a sensitive  and  thoughtful  discussion  of  the 
TV  showing  of  “Holocaust”  see  “Reflections  on 
the  Holocaust”  by  Michael  Robinson  in  the  June 
1978  issue  of  Fellowship  Magazine. 

Beatrice  Miller 
Orange  Grove  Meeting 
(formerly  Clerk  AFSC  Middle 
East  Committee,  Pasadena 
office) 

Friend  Needed  in  London 
FWCC  Associate  Secretary 

A successor  is  sought  for  Ingeborg  Borgstrom 
who  will  retire  as  the  Associate  Secretary  of 
FWCC  on  31  August  1979.  Applications 
from  Friends  (women  and  men),  preferably 
non-British,  are  invited  for  this  post  in  the 
world  office  based  in  London.  The  assign- 
ment begins  on  2 July  1979.  Knowledge  of 
Quaker  life  and  work  in  different  parts  of 
the  world  would  be  a significant  advantage. 

Salary  will  be  based  on  experience  and  quali- 
fications. Applications  should  be  sent  air- 
mail with  names  and  addresses  of  two  referees 
to  Chairman,  FWCC,  Drayton  House,  30 
Gordon  Street,  London  WC 1H  OAX,  not 
later  than  1 November  1978,  but  by  2 
October  1978  if  possible. 


Lost  and  Found 

Please  help  me  find  the  owners  of  these 
items  left  at  Whittier.  I will  send  them  by 
mail  or  you  may  suggest  other  methods. 

•2  sleeping  bags  labelled  “K.  Smith” 

•light  blue  blanket  and  pillow 
•key  ring  with  6 keys  for  Honda,  house, 
etc. 

• “old  man”  rag  doll  with  yellow  beard 
•light  blue  cardigan 

• sunglasses,  notepads,  basket,  toothbrush, 
•books,  headband 

Phyllis  Jones 
8545  Renown  Drive 
San  Diego,  CA  921 19 
(714)  469-7627 


Education  Newsletter 

At  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  there  was  a special 
interest  group  on  “Activating  Quakerism  in  the 
School  Setting.”  A variety  of  subjects  were  dis- 
cussed ranging  from  training  teachers  and  students 
in  conflict  resolution  to  the  needs  of  isolated 
Quaker  children.  From  this  discussion  emerged 
the  consensus  that  Friends  involved  in  the  educa- 
tion process  (whether  as  students,  parents,  counse- 
lors, administrators  or  loving  friends)  need  to  have 
better  communication. 

I volunteered  to  start  a newsletter  as  a first  step. 
If  you  would  like  to  be  on  the  mailing  list,  please 
send  me  your  name  and  address. 

Bob  Burnett 

185  Bryant 

Palo  Alto,  CA  94301 


An  Economic  Bill  of  Rights 

by  Robert  Schutz 

Redwood  Forest  Meeting 

Clerk,  PYM  Social  Order  Committee 

THIS  PROPOSAL  IS  NOT  A MINUTE  OF  PACI- 
FIC YEARL  Y MEETING.  IT  IS  PROPOSED  BY 
THE  SOCIAL  ORDER  COMMITTEE  OF  PYM 
FOR  THE  STUDY  OF  MONTHL  Y MEETINGS 
AND  INDIVIDUALS. 

“Since  we  cannot  discuss  disarmament  rationally 
without  talking  about  jobs;  since  we  cannot  dis- 
cuss the  issue  of  building  new  prisons  without 
talking  about  jobs;  since  we  have  a high  and  rising 
unemployment  problem  in  the  face  of  high  and 
rising  inflation;  since  unemployment  discriminates 
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severely  and  unjustly  against  the  poor  and  racial 
minorities  and  women;  since  inflation  discrimi- 
nates severely  and  unjustly  against  the  old  and 
those  with  fixed  incomes;  since,  in  effect,  every 
piece  of  just,  humanitarian  or  merciful  legislation 
seems  to  stumble  or  to  break  apart  on  the  rocks 
of  self-interest  in  a job  supply  that  is  inadequate 
and  unequally  distributed  and  on  constantly  in- 
creasing prices  and  wages; 

“Now,  therefore,  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  proposes  and  re- 
commends that  all  Friends  everywhere  adopt  and 
pursue  and  advocate  the  following  economic  Bill 
of  Rights: 

“1.  Every  person  in  the  United  States  of 
America  has  a right  to  and  is  guaranteed  a job. 

“2.  Every  person  in  the  United  States  of 
America  has  a right  to  and  is  guaranteed  a stable 
price  and  wage  structure;  suggested  variation  over 
time  should  not  exceed  2%  per  year. 

“3.  Every  person  in  the  United  States  of 
America  has  a right  to  a guaranteed  basic  needs 
income.” 

This  comes  to  you  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Social  Order  Committee,  which  thinks  it  is  time 
that  we  of  PYM  take  up,  thresh  through,  and  for- 
mulate our  positions  on  basic  economic  issues. 

Since  the  Bill  was  only  presented  to  PYM  as  a 
statement  for  the  study  of  Monthly  Meetings  and 
individuals,  discussion  of  the  statement  itself  was 
consciously  minimized.  Nevertheless,  there  were 
many  attempts  to  argue  the  statement  itself, 
which  was  not  defended.  I heard  the  following 
main  objections,  to  which  I will  propose  rejoin- 
ders, in  order  to  begin  a serious  discussion  of  these 
issues: 

1.  Government  can  not  assure  these  rights. 
Therefore,  they  are  not  and  should  not  be 
called  “rights.” 

a.  Economists  can  not  and  do  not  agree 
that  the  Government  can  guarantee  such  a program. 
(That  is,  if  you  are  an  economist  and  assert  these 
rights,  I can  find  one  or  more  other  economists 
who  will  assert  the  contrary.) 

b.  These  are  ridiculous  assertions,  with 
which  I cannot  in  any  way  have  my  name  asso- 
ciated. (This  is  the  reason  the  Minute  for  Study 
failed  on  the  floor  of  PYM.  The  Committee,  of 
course,  is  in  perfectly  good  order  in  bringing  it  to 
your  attention  with  a recommendation  for  study.) 

c.  It  is  like  guaranteeing  an  unlimited 
supply  of  energy;  it  can’t  be  done. 

2.  Any  Government  guarantee  of  jobs  would 
mean  make-work,  work  without  meaning  and 
below  the  skills  of  applicants. 

a.  Many  people  can’t  or  don’t  want'  to 
work,  so  the  program  would  do  little  to  clear 
these  people  off  the  streets  and  beaches,  or  to 
remove  them  from  the  welfare  rolls. 


3.  This  is  a trivial  and  irrelevant  issue.  No  one 
in  Asia  or  Africa  cares  if  we  set  up  a better  eco- 
nomic system  in  the  USA.  It  will  not  help  them. 

It  will  not  stop  wars.  It  will  not  eliminate  hun- 
ger or  poverty  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  (Amos 
was  quoted,  but  I did  not  catch  the  verse.) 

4.  If  this  program  were  mounted,  it  would  entail 
much  greater  Government  interference  in  the  lives 
of  individuals  (in  the  form  of  taxes  and  subsidies). 
The  speaker  fears  and  resents  the  Government,  and 
looks  to  our  organization  in  small  communities  as 
the  only  way  to  deal  with  problems  of  unemploy- 
ment, poverty,  and  social  security. 

I now  invite  your  attention  to  these  arguments. 

The  reference  to  what  economists  say  tells  us 
that  we  are  ignorant  about  these  matters.  I submit 
that  this  is  not  the  case.  I will  not  attempt  here 
to  dispel  all  of  the  ignorance  of  speakers  and 
writers  who  assert  our  general  ignorance,  but  will 
make  a few  statements  that  mav  tend  to  burn 
away  some  of  the  fog  that  many  of  us  drifted  into 
before  1936,  when  Keynes  published  his  General 
Theory  of  Employment,  Interest,  and  Money. 

That  was  an  epoch-making  work;  it  has  been  ex- 
panded and  deepened  since,  and  its  light  knifed 
through  many  theretofore  murky  subjects  like  un- 
employment when  perfect  competition  does  not 
allow  unemployment,  issues  concerning  the  forma- 
tion and  control  of  money  and  banking,  fiscal  pol- 
icy, tariff  protection,  etc.  Shreds  of  that  40-year- 
old  fog  are  still  drifting  around,  wafted  into  our 
eyes  by  artful  politicians  and  some  economists  in 
order  to  assure  us  that  we  know  nothing  and  cannot 
deal  successfully  with  unemployment,  inflation,  and 
and  financial  insecurity  in  our  affluent,  highly  tech- 
nical, complex  society.  The  insecurity  that  results 
from  general  acceptance  of  statements  of  ignorance 
is  very  useful  to  proponents  of  the  status  quo, 
which  may  include  some  economists.  Most  of 
these  proponents  have  their  jobs  and  security  well 
assured  by  the  status  quo,  and  stand  to  lose  some- 
thing by  the  fundamental  changes  these  rights 
would  entail. 

I believe  that  most  economists  will  agree  that 
these  rights  can  be  guaranteed,  and  although  many  of 
of  them  may  be  opposed  to  adoption  of  such  a bill 
of  rights,  the  opposition  will  be  based  on  political 
reasoning,  not  on  economic  ignorance.  If  I am 
wrong  about  this,  I should  like  to  be  gently  chal- 
lenged in  these  pages  by  economists,  and  perhaps 
we  can  all  learn  together  as  a result. 

As  an  economist,  I am  happy  to  admit  what  every- 
body knows  — that  establishing  any  economic  rights 
for  the  common  man  and  woman  in  this  country 
will  entail  a terrific  political  battle.  But  that  doesn’t 
faze  me  in  the  least  from  suggesting  them  to  Friends, 
who  are  skilled  at  phrasing  Minutes  and  swaying 
public  opinion,  and  have  the  welfare  of  the  under- 

( Continued  on  page  158) 
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(Economic  Bill  of  Rights:  cont.  from  page  157) 
privileged  at  heart.  I believe  the  economic  issues 
are  clear  and  easy. 

Inflation  is  the  result  of  too  much  money  chasing 
too  few  goods.  If  we  would  control  it,  we  have  to 
expand  the  supply  of  goods  or  reduce  the  money 
demand  for  the  goods,  or  both.  Most  of  us  agree 
that  the  Government  should  regulate  the  money 
supply,  and  it  has  powerful  tools  for  doing  this.  So, 
although  we  may  squawk  when  credit  is  tightened 
and  interest  rates  go  up,  we  will  grudgingly  admit 
that  these  brakes  on  inflation  may  be  necessary. 

We  may  even  suggest  a balanced  federal  budget  — 
without  higher  taxes,  of  course.  The  Government, 
however,  has  little  control  over  the  speed  with 
which  we  spend  our  money.  In  an  inflationary  sit- 
uation a fever  of  spending  seizes  the  people,  who 
rush  to  put  their  deteriorating  money  into  any- 
thing solid.  In  this  situation,  which  has  happened 
in  several  other  countries  in  our  lifetime  and  which 
we  seem  to  be  approaching,  we  see  Congress  pro- 
posing a bill  to  cut  taxes  by  $16  billion,  an  extreme 
of  irresponsibility.  Are  Friends  to  join  this  madness 
in  pursuit  of  greed,  or  will  we  urge  our  Congress- 
people  to  tax  us  more,  to  take  the  money  out  of  the 
hands  of  consumers  and  investors,  and  restore  us  to 
sanity?  In  this  situation,  how  can  we  responsibly 
withdraw  and  say  the  Government  should  get  out 
of  our  lives? 

The  other  side  of  the  control  of  inflation  is  more 
production  of  goods  and  services.  In  a less  techno- 
logical world  than  ours  (which  we  are  free  to  en- 
gineer) this  means  putting  people  to  work,  which 
implements  our  guarantee  of  the  right  to  a job. 

There  is  no  reason,  except  the  greed  of  capitalists, 
why  the  Government  should  not  compete  in  the 
marketplace  with  so-called  private  enterprise  in  the 
production  of  goods  and  services,  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  be  enabled  and  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  offer  jobs  — interesting,  worthwhile,  mean- 
ingful jobs  — to  all  who  want  them,  and  expand 
production  in  the  other  jaw  of  the  pliers  that  will 
throttle  inflation.  If  you  foresee  a political  battle 
looming  with  labor  unions  and  mighty  corporations 
over  socialism  or  freedom  or  some  other  non  sequi- 
tur,  it  is  not  economic  ignorance  that  keeps  you 
from  thinking  the  impossible  thought. 

The  make-work  and  energy  statements  are  almost 
outside  the  realm  of  this  serious  discourse.  I see 
no  economic  obstacle  to  the  Government’s  offer 
of  meaningful  work,  and  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  a 
job  right  (opportunity)  to  be  a job  duty  (slavery). 

We  may  never  clear  the  beaches  or  the  welfare  rolls 
in  the  absence  of  a police  state  or  a war  (World  War 
II  did  it!),  but  arguing  on  these  grounds  against  the 
guarantee  of  a job  to  unemployed  men  and  women 
with  families  or  inner  city  Black  youth  sounds  to 


me  like  middle-class  prejudice,  not  humanity  and 
not  ignorance. 

The  energy  statement,  offered  by  a physics  pro- 
fessor, is  an  analogy.  Analogies  can  be  illuminating, 
or  misleading,  often  both.  This  one  is  false.  Guar- 
anteeing jobs  is  not  like  guaranteeing  energy.  Jobs 
take  human  energy  which  is  available,  and  which, 
if  not  used  every  day,  is  wasted.  The  supply 
desired  is  not  unlimited;  it  equals  the  number  of  job- 
seekers. Putting  more  people  to  work  may  or  may 
not  require  more  fossil  fuel  (or  sun-radiant?)  energy. 
That  depends  on  a technology,  which  can  be  modi- 
fied to  suit  our  needs. 

The  third  argument  (about  Asia  and  Africa) 
assumes  that  cleaning  our  own  stable  is  not  worth- 
while because  it  does  not  directly  engage  the  pro- 
blems of  war  or  hunger  and  poverty  in  the  Third 
World.  These  are  priorities  over  which  reasonable 
people  may  disagree,  but  nothing  in  these  proposed 
rights  precludes  our  work  in  the  areas  of  that  speak- 
er’s choice.  I will  continue  to  work  on  war  and  hun- 
ger and  poverty  while  we  try  to  keep  the  U.S.  eco- 
nomy from  collapsing,  and  I will  even  assume  — 
but  cannot  prove  — that  success  in  stabilizing  the 
U.S.A.  will  help  us  in  these  other  areas.  I hope  that 
we  will  not  be  prevented  from  eliminating  our  econ- 
omic deficiencies  by  an  all-or-nothing  approach. 

The  Big  Government  argument  may  carry  more 
weight  with  Friends  than  any  of  the  others.  I admit 
it  scares  me;  but,  although  the  U.S.  Government 
(and  each  of  several  corporations)  has  more  power 
than  any  organization  should  have,  and  I would  pre- 
fer to  live  right  here  in  a smaller  country,  I don’t 
see  how  we  can  destroy  this  gigantism  by  frontal 
assault.  We  have  a Big  Government,  can’t  get  away 
from  it,  and  consequently  have  to  do  what  we  can 
to  tame  it,  control  it,  work  with  it,  and  bend  it  to 
serve  our  needs.  I do  not  yet  see  the  power  of  that 
Government  as  malign  in  the  area  of  serving  human 
needs  (taxation,  welfare,  unemployment,  health, 
etc.),  but  rather  in  the  area  of  police  and  war  po- 
wers, which  a fearful  majority  continually  tries  to 
expand  against  the  better  judgment  and  the  per- 
sons of  its  minorities.  I can  suggest  ways  in  which 
the  small  communities’  movement  can  take  over 
much  of  the  administration  of  unemployment, 
health,  and  welfare,  thus  decentralizing  the  power 
of  Government  over  persons  in  the  economic  area, 
but  I think  our  greatest  threat  from  that  power  is 
in  the  area  of  civil  and  military  rights  and  liberties. 

The  Social  Order  Committee  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  proposes  a Bill  of  Economic  Rights  for  the 
U.S.A. , which  may  be  modified  from  the  one  set 
forth  at  the  beginning  of  this  article  by  the  discus- 
sion of  Friends.  Will  you  join  in  our  discussion? 
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Calendar 

Regional  Meeting  Dates 

October,  1978 

6- 8  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly 

White  Pass,  WA 

7- 8  New  Mexico  Quarterly 

Santa  Fe  Meeting 

14  NPYM  Steering  Committee 

Home  of  Alice  Miles, 

Olympia,  WA 

14-15  Arizona  Half  Y early 

Sedona,  AZ 

14-15  College  Park  Quarterly 

John  Woolman  School,  CA 

28-29  Colorado  General  Meeting 

Boulder  Meeting 

November,  1978 

1 1-12  Willamette  Quarterly 

Fernridge,  OR 

19  Southern  California  Quarterly 
La  Jolla  Meeting 

Yearly  Meeting  Dates 

June,  1979 

14-17  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
Ghost  Ranch,  Abiquiu,  NM 

July,  1979 

19-22  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
St.  Martin’s  College, 

Olympia,  WA 

August,  1979 

6-11  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Craig  Hall,  Chico,  CA 

Sam  Tyson  Sentenced 
for  Anti-Nuclear  Protest 

Sam  Tyson,  Friend  from  Delta  Meeting,  Peter 
Klotz-Chamberlain  from  the  Santa  Cruz  Resource 
Center  for  Nonviolence,  and  Christy  Lanzl  from 
People  for  a Nuclear  Free  Future,  Santa  Cruz,  were 
sentenced  on  August  29  to  six  months  in  the  San 
Luis  Obispo  County  Jail  for  refusing  to  accept  a $625 
fine,  15  days  in  jail,  and  two  years  court  probation 
after  pleading  guilty  to  charges  of  “criminal  trespass” 
during  the  August  6 Diablo  Canyon  Anti- 
Nuclear  protest. 

In  a phone  interview  Indira  Clark,  wife  of  Sam 
Tyson,  asked  that  Friends  wishing  to  visit  Sam 
clear  first  with  the  Santa  Cruz  Resource  Center  for 
Nonviolence,  408-426-6640,  P.O.  Box  2324,  Santa 
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POSITION  AVAILABLE  Principal,  John  Woolman 
School,  a rural  secondary  Quaker  boarding  school. 
Friends  interested  send  personal  information,  des- 
cription of  educational  and  administrative  exper- 
ience, and  relationship  to  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends.  Apply  by  November  1,  1978  to  Barbara 
Perry,  2737  Woolsey  St.,  Berkeley,  CA  94705. 


Cruz,  CA  95063.  Scott  Kennedy  and  Liz  Klotz- 
Chamberlain  of  the  Center  will  coordinate  prison 
visits.  Visiting  hours  are  Saturdays  from  1-4  p.m. 
during  which  each  prisoner  is  allowed  one  visitor  for 
a half  hour  or  two  visitors  for  fifteen  minutes  each. 

Friends  may  wish  to  write  Judge  Harold  Johnson 
of  the  San  Luis  Obispo  Municipal  Court,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93401,  requesting  that  the  sentences  for 
Sam  Tyson,  Peter  Klotz-Chamberlain,  and  Christy 
Lanzl  be  reduced,  since  this  is  their  first  anti-nuclear 
offense  and  does  not  merit  such  a severe  and  unrea- 
sonable sentence. 

Sam,  Peter,  and  Christy  can  receive  unlimited  mail 
at  San  Luis  Obispo  County  Jail,  P.O.  Box  32,  San 
Luis  Obispo,  CA  93406.  (Please  do  not  enclose  any- 
thing except  the  stationary  itself.) 

When  asked  what  Friends  might  do  to  be  helpful, 
Indira  replied  that  in  a month  or  six  seeks  their  wal- 
nut crop  will  need  to  be  harvested.  Friends  wishing 
to  participate  in  picking  walnuts  should  contact  Ellen 
Lyon  of  Delta  Meeting  at  209-464-2213,  1104  West 
Willow,  Stockton,  CA  95203  in  mid-September. 


